Project 1: Math Autobiography



            Name: ______________________________


Due:  __________________________

  This sheet must be staples to the front of your assignment!
Assignment

Your mathematics experience is a diverse one.  Math is more than a subject taught within a classroom.  At some point during your life, you were introduced to numbers, symbols, and mathematical concepts.  You will develop a math autobiography that explains your math experiences, in and out of school, and includes your attitudes towards math.
Criteria

*Typed (word processed), 500 word essay (approximately two pages)

*Page setup:
Double spaced

Times New Roman 12-point font



Margins:
Top  1”
Left  1.25”
Bottom  1”
Right  1.25”

*Include thought-out reflections regarding your math experiences.  Topics to think about and possibly include:

· When do you first remember doing math?

· What are your math experiences (both good and bad)?

· What are your attitudes towards math?

· What is “math” to you?

· What are your favorite or least favorite aspects of math?

· What year in school was math best for you?  What made it a good year in terms of math?

· What year in school was math worst for you?  What made it a bad year in terms of math?

· From your experience, do you think boys or girls tend to like math better?  What makes you think this?

· Write down some of the early math accomplishments that you remember from when you were little.  For instance, when and how did you learn to count?  How old were you when you could first count to one hundred?  Who taught you?  How did they teach you?  Did you “show off” this new talent to others?

· When you were in first, second, or third grade what did you like about math?  What didn’t you like about math at that time?

· What do you remember about learning to add or subtract?  Which do you think was more fun?  Why did you like that ones better?

· Was math ever your favorite subject?  If so, when was it?  What about math made it your favorite?  If math has never been your favorite subject, what about it do you not like?

· Sometimes a teacher, grown up, or older child can help you like or understand math better.  Did that ever happen to you?  If so, tell about it.  If not, tell about how that would have made a difference for you.

· Sometimes people can recognize a time when their opinion of math dramatically changed either for the better or the worse.  If such a time happened for you or for a friend of yours, tell about it.  If you did not experience such a thing, tell about your steady feelings about mathematics.

· Lots of times students think what they learn ns math is only for the classroom and is really not of much use outside math class.  Think about times you have used something you learned in math in your life outside math class.  List some of those times when you used math outside of school.

· If you were in a lengthy conversation about math or math class with friends of yours, what would be some of the things you would say?  What would be some of the things they would say?
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	Rubric

	Maximum 500 words
	
	50 points

	Word processed according to criteria
	
	20 points

	Meaningful and thoughtful reflections
	
	20 points

	Grammatically correct
	
	10 points

	
	
	100 points total
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